but it clearly demonstrates that this conclusion is not immutable. Failed vasectomies are generally categorised early or late by the time lapse from operation to observed failure and by the nature and numbers of any spermatozoa seen. This case belongs to a small subset of failures where initial sperm counts were zero and only later (in this case after the pregnancy of the man's wife) were any spermatozoa identified. Even In the four weeks before death there was no difference in the proportion of people under 35 consulting their general practitioner between suicides and controls (estimated odds ratio 1 67 (95% confidence interval 0 55 to 5 58), p=0 45). However, the patients who committed suicide when aged over 35 were significantly more likely to have consulted their general practitioner than controls (estimated odds ratio (95% confidence interval 1-27 to 6&25), p=00003).
General practitioners' contact with victims ofsuicide Christopher A Vassilas, H Gethin Morgan
Concern has recently been expressed over the increase in suicide rates in young adults in the United Kingdom,' and the Health of the Nation has now set targets for health authorities to reduce rates of suicide.2 Although we know that up to 60% of people who commit suicide consult their general practitioners during the month before their death,34 up to date information is required on the way these patients present to health care professionals. We hypothesised that those with no history of psychiatric contact and younger suicide victims would have had fewer contacts with their general practitioner than those with a psychiatric history and older victims.
Methods and results
Over 20 In the four weeks before death there was no difference in the proportion of people under 35 consulting their general practitioner between suicides and controls (estimated odds ratio 1 67 (95% confidence interval 0 55 to 5 58), p=0 45). However, the patients who committed suicide when aged over 35 were significantly more likely to have consulted their general practitioner than controls (estimated odds ratio (95% confidence interval 1-27 to 6&25), p=00003).
Comment
In our study the proportion of all cases of suicide among people aged under 35 We monitored the progress of the vaccination programme for medical students at Birmingham Medical School, paying particular attention to the success rate of the vaccine and the students' knowledge of its protection and their responsibility in aftercare.
Subjects, methods, and results
At Birmingham Medical School all second year preclinical medical students receive a three injection course of hepatitis B vaccine (Engerix B) in a 0, 1, and 6 month schedule. Subsequently antibody titres are measured using the Amerlite system.2 Titres above 100 IU/ml indicate an adequate response.3 All fourth year medical students (n= 146) were invited to fill in a confidential questionnaire relating to their hepatitis B immunisation. It asked: (a) when and where they had received the vaccination course; (b) whether or not they had completed the course; (c) how long they expected the immunity they had acquired would last; (d) whether their hepatitis B antibody titre had ever been measured; and (e) if so, what the titre was. One hundred and forty six completed questionnaires were returned (100%) and the results were analysed.
Of the 146 students, five had not completed the vaccination course. None of these five had requested antibody titres. Ninety had arranged to have their antibody titre measured after completing the course. Among these 90, 21 (23%) had antibody titres of less than 100 IU/ml and nine (10%) had titres of less than 10 IU/ml. A response of over 100 IU/ml was achieved in 69 (77%) of the students, although only 53 of these had a record of their actual titre. Fifty two (36%) of the 146 students surveyed believed that the immunisation schedule they had received would offer lifelong protection. This report has highlighted potential deficiencies in the management of a student hepatitis B immunisation programme. We believe that the relatively high failure rate of vaccination and limited life span of immunity deserve further recognition among medical students.
